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IT’S A WIN-WIN situation. SAPS, the vehicle industry and Tsohle-Unicode

are officially South Africa’s ‘dream-team’ when it comes to combating ve-

hicle crime.

The relationship is also the perfect example of a private/public partnership.

In fact, it is viewed by the private sector as a major boost in the relation-

ship between the industry and the SAPS.

The business sector and SAPS have been sharing information provided

through Tsohle-Unicode since 1993 (they have since renewed their contract

until September 2012). The information covers two main areas namely the

particulars of wanted vehicles and the notification of recovered vehicles. 

The benefit of shared information is particularly important for the insurance

industry, which is one of the largest stakeholders affected by vehicle crime.

More than 35% of short-term motor insurance losses are due to vehicle

theft and hijackings. The data circulated by police regarding recovered ve-

hicles has proved invaluable to insurers by helping to verify claims, detect

fraud and recover vehicles. 

This has kept premium increases well below what they would have been

during a period that experienced the worst levels of vehicle theft and hi-

jackings in the country’s history. 

The Tsohle-Unicode information system also benefits motor dealers, fi-

nancial institutions and the general public particularly when it comes to

trade-in vehicles at the dealers. The banking sector also relies on vehicle

data verification to prevent financing fraud and to limit the risk of financing

laundered vehicles.

The extension of the Tsohle-Unicode Vehicle Information Systems to other

major players in the vehicle industry will continue to expand the benefits of

this partnership which Business Against Crime South Africa  is proud to

have initiated.

SAPS Renew Tsohle-
Unicode Contract

BUSINESS AGAINST CRIME South Africa received its seventh consec-

utive donation from the South African Insurance Association who pledged 

R1 469 600. Refilwe Moletsane (SAIA Deputy Chief Executive) was clear

about the short-term insurance industry’s position on the ongoing crime

problem.

“The unacceptable levels of crime are still of great concern to the SAIA,

its members and the country at large. Motor insurance accounted for half

of the short-term insurance industry’s net claims in 2005 which ex-

ceeded R9.1 billion,” she explained.

Moletsane reiterated that the initiatives of Business Against Crime South

Africa have yielded positive results. 
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Business Against Crime South Africa wishes to thank its donors for their ongoing support.

This issue of the Tip-Off  is  made possible through the kind support of Meropa Communications.

UNSUBSCRIBESUBSCRIBE SEND TO A FRIEND PRINT

A Memorandum of Understanding was signed by the private sector role

players at a function in February which celebrated the co-operation and

commitment of the vehicle industry in the fight against vehicle crime.

Lorinda Nel of Business Against Crime South Africa said, “The kind of serv-

ice that brings together the best technologies in the industry to combat ve-

hicle theft is a major achievement for all partners who signed the Memo-

randum. BACSA is committed to this type of initiative which intends

stabilising the vehicle crime situation in the country. It is only by joining

hands that we will reduce crime.”  �

CEO Siphiwe Nzimande and Lorinda Nel, Project Manager for Vehicle

Crime, signing the Memorandum of Understanding. 

Big Contribution by Insurance Giant
“In relation to national vehicle hijacking crime statistics, a decline of 9.9%

was noted over the period April-June 2007 compared to the same period

in 2006. Such a reduction can be attributed to continued efforts in the col-

lective fight against crime. 

“Business Against Crime South Africa’s Violent Organised Crime (VOC)

working group has the reduction of such crimes as one of its main 

objectives.

“The SAIA will remain committed to the fight against crime as we believe

that through partnerships and our continued involvement in such initiatives

much more can be achieved”. �
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