


HAVE YOU PLEDGED YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE FIGHT AGAINST CRIME?

Violent Crime Levels (from page 1)

“We concur with Government that there is a worrying shift in the trend of
business robberies towards smaller and relatively isolated locations
including ATMs and petroleum service stations. We are working with the
relevant business associations and the law enforcement agencies to
improve security and response measures,” he says.

Where all key stakeholders and industry partners are involved in addressing
a particular crime type, we are heartened that the multi-pronged and multi-
stakeholder approach is showing success. This confirms the approach that
BACSA has taken in addressing priority crimes in particular. An example of
this is the success story of the reductions in Cash-In-Transit robberies,
where in the year under review, these have decreased by 15.4%. As the
issue of addressing crime is complex, we need to see more of these types
of partnerships, where information is shared so that planned attacks are
prevented, crime syndicates disrupted and the markets for stolen goods
destroyed.

We believe that Government’s crime reduction efforts will not yield
sustainable long-term results, unless underpinned by an efficient and
effective Criminal Justice System (CJS). In this regard, it is my pleasure to
highlight that Deputy Minister Johnny de Lange of the Department of
Justice has been appointed to lead Government efforts aimed at
revamping the Criminal Justice System.

The plan to improve the performance of the CJS was approved by Cabinet
at the end of 2007. Seven priority areas were developed by BACSA in
conjunction with key roleplayers. We are pleased that Deputy Minister de
Lange, as Government’s champion in the improvement of a Criminal
Justice System to act as an effective deterrent to crime, has invited Willie
Scholtz of Business Against Crime South Africa to assume a strategic
position in driving this implementation process forward with Government
and industry partners.

“We are steadfast in our viewpoint that in relation to the crime
statistics and crime trends Government needs to release these more
frequently,” says Nzimande.

“BACSA will continue to influence this outcome through its sustained
partnership with Government, but more is required in relation to the
performance scorecard of the Criminal Justice System (e.g. the number of
arrests, rates of conviction, time taken to process cases through to the
courts and the effectiveness of rehabilitation). This is why BACSA will
continue to focus its efforts through the Improvement of the Criminal
Justice System and the Reduction of Violent Organised Crime work groups.

“The latest statistics help to show that the work of these two work groups
is in areas of critical importance for the country. BACSA will continue to
provide its support in this regard with a view to disrupting current trends
and, strategically, gaining a handle on the unacceptably high levels of
violence associated with the trio of crimes as a priority. It is only when we
do this, that members of our society will feel safe in their own homes, at
their places of work and when commuting between the two. Success in
these areas will help to galvanise public support and confidence in our

Richard McGhee (ADT) Writes Some Tips for General Home Security:

B Please keep doors locked, as most armed robberies take place
when doors and/or windows have been left open or unlocked.

B Invest in infrastructural modifications such as fencing and additional
lighting for your yard.

B Clear away trees and shrubs near your vehicle entry-point to
maintain a clear view of your entrance.

B Remember to activate your alarm, even if you are just going out for
a short while.

B Domestic workers should not allow anyone onto the property
without prior consent from the homeowner - if they are unsure, ask
them to verify the visitor with you before allowing the visitor onto
the property.

B All alarms and panic buttons should be regularly tested.

B Be extra alert when arriving home — look out for any suspicious
behaviour or anything out of the ordinary. The recently released
Annual Crime Statistics show that most carjackings take place in
front of people’s homes. If you are concerned or uncertain, drive
around the block to be safe.

B If you still think that you are being followed, drive directly to your
closest police station or call your private security company’s
emergency line for assistance.

Community Policing Forums (CPFs):
What You Can Do To Join One

We’ve all bemoaned the unacceptably high levels of crime in the
country at one time or another, but how many of us have actually done
more to become involved in the fight against crime? There are a
number of positive things that you can do as a concerned citizen in the

country, such as joining a CPF. Contact your local police station to

Click here to learn more about CPFs

join one.

security agencies, as well as stimulate foreign direct and local investment,
alongside other benefits that include the enhanced well-being of the nation.
This is part of a vision worth working toward and we plan being there as
part of the solution that will help to see it realised through effective and
sustainable partnerships,” he says. B

For comments on articles in this issue, please contact Deborah Hunt on deborah@bac.org.za
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