


HAVE YOU PLEDGED YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE FIGHT AGAINST CRIME?

Briefing Against Crime (continued from page 1)

To remedy identified challenges and systemic blockages, Advocate de
Lange provided business leaders with an overview of the seven areas that
comprised a radical plan to revamp the Criminal Justice System. The plan
which was approved by the Cabinet was prepared through BACSA sup-
port.

Advocate de Lange gives detailed comment regarding the Criminal Justice
System review In the Hot Seat feature. Click here to read more

Roy Andersen, distinguished business leader and co-chair of the VOC
Steering Committee, provided an encouraging progress update on the re-
duction of Violent Organised Crime (VOC) work group. The focus on Trio
Crimes: Business Robberies, House Robberies and Vehicle Hijackings, was
beginning to show tangible results in Gauteng, and given the latest Annual
Crime Statistics, there was an urgency to broaden the VOC strategy to ad-
dress the unacceptable rates of increase in KwaZulu-Natal, Western Cape
and North West.

New pilots included the Honeydew initiative which seeks to mobilise all
existing resources within a community and establish co-operative work-
ing relationships between private security industry players and the SAPS,
and a business-led initiative that seeks to ensure that all private security in-
dustry employees are fully vetted and fingerprinted, among other key proj-
ects. The organisation leverages its resources and support to make an
impact in VOC priority areas.

Siphiwe Nzimande, CEO of BACSA, concluded the event with a vote of
thanks to donors and business leaders who devoted a great deal of their
time, expertise and knowledge to the work of the organisation.

“This briefing of donors and business leaders has reinvigorated a commit-
ment to crime reduction through BACSA in support of our Government,”
said Nzimande. ®

BACSA and AFSSA Address Crime

On 25 August 2008, Business Against Crime South Africa (BACSA)
was invited by Action for a Safe South Africa (AFSSA) to make a pres-
entation on the role that business plays in the fight against crime.

Highlighting the value of interventions that address the hard issues of
crime, the CEO of BACSA, Siphiwe Nzimande emphasised that ‘busi-
ness was working tirelessly in support of its Government partners to
make crime an unattractive and costly occupation for perpetrators’.

The established BACSA work groups of the Step Change Initiative:
the reduction of Violent Organised Crime (VOC) and the improvement
of the Criminal Justice System (CJS), assist Government to deliver
on its constitutional mandate to create a country that is safe and se-
cure for all its citizens, investors and travelers within the country. This
work addresses directly the unacceptably high levels of violent and
organised crime in the country and involves a comprehensive plan
that seeks to systemically and radically improve the performance of
the entire Criminal Justice System.

BACSA Speaks at DPCI Hearings

Siphiwe Nzimande, CEO of Business Against Crime South Africa
(BACSA), and Dr Graham Wright, Deputy CEO of BACSA, made a pres-
entation on 05 August 2008 at the Parliamentary hearings on the Es-
tablishment of the Directorate of Priority Crime Investigations (DPCI)
and the proposed concomitant restructuring of the Directorate of Spe-
cial Operations (DSO).

BACSA participated in the hearings in the spirit of assisting Govern-

ment and Parliament to strengthen efforts against organised crime and
corruption. The organisation was fur-
ther motivated by a deep concern that
the twin scourges of corruption and
organised crime continue to threaten
and to undermine the country’s hard
won democracy.

“We expressed a concurrence with
Government that ‘there is a need to
address organised crime in a more
comprehensive fashion’ and voiced
BACSA’s strong support for the view
of the Khampepe Commission that a
dedicated and focused response to
organised crime is an absolute ne-
cessity,” says Siphiwe Nzimande.

To read more on BACSA'’s
recommendations at the

Siphiwe Nzimande, CEO of Parliamentary hearings click here
BACSA.

With the recent decision of BACSA to focus its energies on the urgent
reduction of Violent Organised Crime and the improvement of the
Criminal Justice System, as well as to exit and put on hold the Per-
formance Enhancement Initiative and Mobilising Society, the space
was created for a complementary synergistic relationship between
BACSA and AFSSA.

“"We recognise the importance of Action for a Safe South Africa which
operates largely in the softer community mobilisation space, where
targets are more fluid and less readily measured. Action for a Safe
South Africa seeks to change mindsets and improve the morality and
values of society through a comprehensive psycho-social approach
that relies on broad community mobilisation and civil society activism.

“By encouraging individuals and communities that actively discour-
age and abhor crime, Action for a Safe South Africa hopes to create
healthy and crime-free communities in the longer-term. Both BACSA
and AFSSA, are fuelled by a shared need to step up interventions
against crime through the co-operative engagement of all parties in-
volved,” says Nzimande. B
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