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RECENT BACSA EVENTS 

 

 
 

SAIA Gives R 1.7-m for BACSA’s Crime-Combating Activities 

 

The South African Insurance Association (SAIA) recently donated R 1.7 million to Business 

Against Crime South Africa (BACSA).  

 

‚Since as early as 2002, our industry has donated more than R 10 million towards BACSA’s crime-

combating activities, because we remain committed to helping improve the crime situation in our 

country to ensure a sustainable and successful future for all,‛ said Ronnie Napier, SAIA 

Chairperson. 

 

‛The funds approved by the SAIA Board for an eighth consecutive year will assist BACSA with, 

specifically, its Trio crime-combating activities in conjunction with the relevant authorities and 

partners,‛ Mr Napier said. 

 

He advised that thanks to the continuous efforts of the industry working with partners such as 

BACSA and the South African Police Services (SAPS), motor-vehicle crime had declined by a 

substantial 50% since 2002. At the same time, while incidents of vehicle theft had greatly reduced 

over the years, there was no room for complacency, said Napier. 

 

Mr Napier pointed out that whereas SAIA’s prior BACSA support had focused on combating 

motor-vehicle crime, with such crimes no longer the most pressing priority for the short-term 

insurance industry, SAIA was for the first time making a contribution borne by all its members, 

rather than ‚only by SAIA’s motor insurance members‛. 

  

According to Mr Napier, motor insurance remained the industry’s largest class of business – which 

was why the high cost of road safety-related claims was becoming increasingly problematic for 

many industry members.  

 

‚As about 70% of insurance claims are road accident-related, the Association has adopted a 

strategy to address the causes of claims, while also maintaining a focus on combating crime.‛  

 

Dr Graham Wright, CEO of BACSA, supported Mr Napier’s belief that the initiatives undertaken 

to prevent crime could serve as a springboard for efforts aimed at reducing the high accident rates. 

‚We believe that systemic improvements are necessary, in addition to addressing the culture of 

non-compliance in South Africa.‛ 

(From left): Dr Graham Wright accepts a 

donation from SA( ɀÚɯ "ÏÈÐÙ×ÌÙÚÖÕȮɯ ,Ùɯ

Ronnie Napier. 
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Dr Wright stressed the importance of partnerships in combating crime and building a responsible 

citizenry. ‚All have a role to play, as the police and the relevant Government agencies cannot do it 

alone.‛  

 

BACSA had enjoyed a host of successes, especially in terms of some of the Trio crimes – a 

phenomenon Dr Wright attributed to Department of Police’s leadership, which had been 

addressing crime with renewed vigour, determination and commitment. 

 

Other success factors included a business sector focused on information-sharing and doing all it 

could to put its own house in order. 

 

 
 

Dr Wright thanked SAIA for its contribution as a responsible entity within the short-term 

insurance industry which recognised that the fight against crime needed a holistic response to 

sustain current gains.  

 

‚BACSA is committed to working closely with Government and business partners at this time of 

renewal, re-commitment and action to progressively realise the shared vision of a South Africa in 

which people both are safe and feel safe,‛ said Dr Wright.  

 

SAIA was thanked for being a stalwart and an important partner in the fight against crime in 

South Africa. 

 

 
 

(From left): Ms Refiloe Moletsane, Deputy 

CEO, SAIA; Mr Barry Scott, CEO of SAIA; Mr 

Ronnie Napier, Chairperson of SAIA, and Dr 

Graham Wright, BACSA CEO, at the cheque 

handover event. 
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Responsible Firearm Ownership Helps to Combat Violent Crime 

 
Dr Graham Wright, CEO of Business Against Crime South Africa (BACSA), has commended Mr 

Nathi Mthethwa, the Minister of Police General Bheki Cele, National Commissioner of Police, and 

the SAPS more generally, for their pro-activity and pragmatism over the gun amnesty process 

designed to rid the streets of a proliferation of illegal and legal firearms. 

 

The period 11 January 2010 to 11 April 2010 raked in over 32,000 firearms and over 300,000 rounds 

of ammunition across the country. 

 

BACSA has, on behalf of the business community, fully supported the amnesty process from the 

perspective of responsible gun ownership. BACSA also participated in both national and 

provincial task teams responsible for the monitoring and evaluation of the flow of firearms 

surrendered and seized within the amnesty period, thus assisting the Police in ensuring that the 

amnesty process was effectively implemented across the country.  

 

Through the amnesty process, individuals and/or companies were able to hand in their obsolete, 

redundant and/or surplus firearms and ammunition at any police station. The police are to be 

commended on having made the process as user-friendly as possible. 

 

‚BACSA is proud to have played a part in this concerted approach to reduce crime by addressing 

the increased availability and abuse of firearms and ammunition,‛ says Dr Wright. ‚The amnesty 

process has heightened individuals’ awareness of the important role they play in fighting the 

unacceptable levels of violent crime in South African society through the amnesty’s emphasis on 

responsible firearm ownership.‛   

 

Read more about the initial destruction of firearms that took place at the beginning of the Amnesty 

process.  

 

 

 

(From left): Dr Graham Wright, CEO of 

BACSA, commends Minister Nathi Mthethwa 

and General Bheki Cele for their work during 

the amnesty process. 

(From left): Minister Mthethwa and 

General Bheki Cele at a destruction of 

firearms process in Gauteng, at the 

commencement of the firearm amnesty. 

http://www.bac.org.za/assets/newsletters/up%20in%20smoke.pdf
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SA Business Sector Honours Gauteng’s SAPS Officials 
At the beginning of the year, BACSA - in conjunction with a number of business partners, the 

Gauteng SAPS and the Provincial Commissioner Perumal Naidoo - held a formal function to 

award outstanding service within the SAPS. 

 

The ceremony, held at the Bytes Technology Centre in Midrand, recognised various officials for 

their excellent service in terms of the following categories: 

 

 The member with the largest number of life imprisonment sentences;  

 The member with the largest number of 30-year imprisonment sentences;  

 The member with the largest number of 15-year imprisonment sentences;  

 The Best Performer in Commercial Crime;  

 The Best Performer in Organised Crime;  

 The Best Performer in General Detectives;  

 The Best Individual Performer within the established Trio Task teams;  

 The Best Syndicated Arrest;  

 The Best Rapid Response Team;  

 The Best Trio Task team (within this category officials from first to fifth place were 

recognised). 

 
 

At the award ceremony, Commissioner Taioe remarked on the partnership between business and 

the SAPS: ‚The police acknowledge and appreciate the efforts of business. We are especially 

grateful for the role that Business Against Crime South Africa plays as a facilitator between 

organised business and the SAPS.‛ 

 

Director Mapiyane underlined the need for the police and business to work together to bring 

down crime and sustain the reduction in serious crimes. 

 

Lorinda Nel, BACSA Project Manager, reaffirmed that business would remain committed to 

supporting the police. She said that recognition of the SAPS officials present was at once both well 

(From left): Certificates of 

commendation for service excellence in 

addressing priority and serious crimes. 



 
 
 
 

 
Page - 5 of 5 

deserved and much needed. With the SAPS focused on priorities, there was often not pause to 

reflect on the contribution that these officials made daily on behalf of citizens. ‚Praise for their 

sterling service delivery and dedication at the frontlines of the war on crime was well warranted.‛ 

 

Business partners sponsoring the prizes for top-performing SAPS officials in Gauteng included: 

Fleetcall in association with Altech; Nedbank; Standard Bank; Guvon; the Sandton Holiday Inn; 

DataDot; Tsohle-Unicode; the SA Jewellery Council; G4S; SBV; Protea Coin and Business Against 

Crime SA. 

 

Nel stated that ‘the renewed vigour and commitment shown by the SAPS leadership was visibly 

helping to turn the tide on crime.’  

 

She looked forward to a year characterised by sustained crime reduction through the joint efforts 

of the SAPS and law enforcement agencies as supported by business and community members 

doing their part to report crimes. 

 

Nel urged every South African to: 

 

 Become involved in local anti-crime structures; 

 Refrain from buying stolen goods; and 

 Comply with the requirements of the law, including road traffic laws, among other things.  

 

Both business and individuals had a responsibility to reduce vulnerabilities to crime and make the 

country a safer place. The SAPS could not do it alone. It was recognised that partnerships at all 

levels were important. Recent successes underscored the fact that where there were concerted 

efforts applied by all stakeholders, positive results were achieved, said Nel.  
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